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Tbe objects of The ACRlCULTURAt Ledger are 

(i) To pfovkk liiformstiQft cooMCted wilh agncoltitrft or with economic 
in a form which wilt admit of iu ready tranafer to tedsere ^ 

(a) To secure the maintenance of uniform ledgers (on the plan of the 
in all offices concerned in agricukoral subjects throoghont 
references to ledger entries made in any report or pul^icatioft nui u 
readily tdilised in all offices where ledgers are kept ; 

(^ To admit of the circulation, in convenient form, of information on sny 

connected with agriculture or economic products to officials or cthrr pcnon 
interested therein i 

(4) To secure a connection between all papers of interest published cn 

relating to economic products and the official Dictionary of lammx 
Products. With thk cbject tbe information published in the»e Udfm m 
uniformly be given under the name and number of tbe Dictioniry ^ 
whkh they more especially amplify, When the subject de^t with hu 
been taken up in the Dictionary, the position it very possibly would 
in future issues of that work wilt be ass^ned to it* 
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PINE APP^ FIBRE. 

Mm of Cmnp9niffM$ timing ntttlti of a (kmkal oxaminaiian in A$ 
SeUiuiftc doparimoHi tfiki Imperial IntiUaU of a tampU ^ fEn 
pnpored In Attam^ 


The Honourablt Mr« Buckingham, C.I.E., of Amgen, Amm, for* 
vtfijed to the RepKerter on Economic Prodticii i emidl ttmpte of 
piae apple fibre for valnatiofi by art expert. The susple w*i con- 
edered too small to send to the Imperiai Inttitote. It wu accord* 
mbaiited to the Calcaita Chamber ci Commerce with a request 
that, d pomible, a note might be furnished as to quality and market 
niee of the fibre. The Secretary to the Chamber replied, stadug dial 
<m inquiry k bad been ascertained there was no local market for such 
®*2ersal, and thm hence a valuation could not be given. The Sock* 
^ nggmtcd, however, that a quotation for the fibre might possibly 
be foRheomii^ in London. 

^ wen^it to oMn an Indian valuation having failed, the 
•mpit Wit t mnsm iit ed to the Imperial Insttfmc, London, for bvour 

A- 1045-57^ 
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of c:^i opfatOB. <Hi M iMdri«K 8ir F.X AM iw kia^ ^ 

ufoHovi*^ 


*"•* f- A> Ml, lift, KA&, gw «»ii> j Bmmmt aaO Okwrct ■». 
JmpwW laMMiM*. ItaMf^ Wotfc fl%, MA, ftE, ftU, OkpUTl' 

■-— i-i. - — n il, 

«>iri^ «««liOT*%JKib llt>, 4» H4 l >i a i i» 

With rMrence too toinple of ptoe tppb fibre bon Aitim. vM 

. hoi b««i hooded to om bj Mr. Rayla^ for mimiiiion to pncwg 
^ Eipets, I hove to Mote thot eoqoirjr hoo beea mode of ooe d «« 
Refeieet u to whelhero few poonds of the moteriol coo be npptitj 
ot once for leitile pwpoiet, u he believei he ii enobled to here tho 
done br 0 new pnceu, which is giving good mniu wuh othc 
flMt. 

I thought it right to communicote this enquiry to you wnhoot la« 
of time. 


This wos tejiied to by R. E. P; No. 1415— <7 FA. doted the Mi 
July 1897, stotjng thot 0 further sompie hod been osked for. R. E. P 
tfo. ifi}6^6y F. (bled the 4th August 1897, sabeequenttyodnivd 
the dcipotdi of 0 father quomiiy, jft, of the pine ^>plefihKia 
qnestioo. The foDowirv c o mm n n ico ti on wu received in doe eotaw 
frofn.dw Iinpctiol Inditote:— 

ffm Sir F. K Ahe), Boii, R.O.B 1 , oemmww M t$ n tiir 0 mmd ommi mn*,. 
tmptrM i Ht t n mt , t» ieofgt Wott, Esq., 11 . 8 ., 0 . 11 ., OI.E., *!«*•» «. 

JRipm 9 #m 4 # JftPldNifii# i# Mm CNhMMMWBMfri tf XndUdif fiiid 4 M 8 CtaiMihi, 

<-jr«b M 7 <-# Hfp/4m§ §hU JT*. Iti), 4 dM HU m JTmmi 

' Refenlag to your kiton of die 6ih July ond die 4ih AogoM. K« 
in rcqioiiie to my opplteoion forosomewhot isiRereonqik dpae 
opplofitM dion thot forwoided by you to Hr. Royio in Jsoooiy d 
this yeor, I hove now the |deosure of communicoting to yw tie 

resoho id dwmkol enndnotion of the ftre, ond the opinion fsnithtd 
by ow Ixport RlfirM for fibres with regudtoitoqttofityondviliK. 

Hm noolti fomUied by esominotion of the tpechasu &« 
received, by the compoiotive method ftdlowed in oU iMOneM n Ar 
SdeniifieD^tttment, ore os foUowi>- 

Thq fim eratoined 0*9 pet cent. rfmineroleonidtuentsorMh. 
ii’33 percent ci moisture in its nonnoBy dry con<Slioi;iod>h* 
plKdad^ of eeUidooe woo SorSy. Its loss in weight by loli mitoiw 
|o (A) HydroiyinoaodMed to i4‘*i pM <*"*- end by ^ 

MI<II5*57. 
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Hoflowibl* Mr. i. BMdanghu^ *•» (Mwl it fnni t mm 

experineaal cnkimtiM of ilw plut tt Aaviri in tmm. 

Witb refocMx to the |)fop(^ do» node fat tlie B|>p|f d 
iOM of tbe fibre, 1 bore lb* {fieatere to fnwd hunyh «• 
tjitnkct from my letter Ko. »y}8— 67, dated tbe gth iutui. » 
tbe tddrew of Mr. Bookinghtm., My ability to (»m]dy 
reqaeit for 10 large a qaaniity *iU rerygreatly.if not radrely, de^ 
00 Mr. Bitekii^bam’* repbr. 


Sxiratt frm UUtr Nt. iatti U* 9th Dttmkr iSfj, it 

tlio Honottrabl* Mr. i. Burtingbam, Amm. 

la coatUoatioD of previoiu cotreapoadenoe (endfa^ etiii a* 
office No. 1606— fiy, dated tbe rod fiAgiut 1897), I bare do* A* 
plearare of frevardiog to yoo copf of tbe report Jon to haad boo 
the Imperial Inrtitote 00 yotir aampie of apple Are fimoM 
wHh yoortof the i$th July lasu I eadoae a eery null Hnplt «t 
tbe fibre a* cleaoed by tbe ezpertt of tbe Instittite. Yoo * 911(1 
that tbe report ia of a moat encomaglBfi natore. I ahall be glad m 
hear from you witb regard to the pn^tonl to fnniiA the Imtinre 
with five tons of the fibre. I fear that ia beyond you prarei 
capability, and that, before you coaid do 10, it wonld be nectuaty lo 
lay out a fairly large expmlmcntal plot. From what I la* (d tW 
luxuriant growth of the pine apple in you guden and indeed il 
over Aa»m, 1 ihonld think it highly probable that yoo nay t* 
initramenial in the eatabliihment of a new industry to the pr oviace 
1 should like to have your view* on the matter befue any futikr 
action ia taken. . . . If yon contemplate startiog the induiey 

on a large scale and would rather that publicity wm not, bo»w. 
given lo the results so far atuined, I ahall of course publish nodiui 
for a time. 

The following letter and its enclosure shows action taken » fu >» 
the matter of obtaining the larger supply of pine apple fibre as bi|- 
gested by the Expert Referee at the Imperial Institote 

fVMi QsOfg( Watt, Eiq.,b.8., C.«l, ai.t, w—w-tv '’'**^1! 

«.Of«n»«rt.//»4r*.i.81rF.A.W»el, Bart, 

4aM0<aeum,ii>t ^aBK*m»»in7. 

In continuation of my letter No. 1851^87 F. &, dated 
December 1897, on the. subject of pine a^d* (AjmuM b*®* 

At lO^ST- 




Uigtr. 


S 


raM. 

AMMAS 

ftfttivft. 

ihf%||« 9 «ttetec^tolonmrd,befe«itKextt^ Itmtr, 

iM hMsm iram the HotiMrtbl^ Mr. 1 Bimkin^lain, 
ftif^ «f iUiifsH, AtMBk. for jovr infomiAt^. ami to add Om^, 
^l0[ii|b mat deMf noat neceaaanljr occuTp it majr be expeciad 
IM. Oeoltn|taff> olbifikalely hilfil hit eogagemait 

Sxiniii firm l^kr, dmki fki iStk Dtcmbtr frm thi 

liogowablt Mr* d. Bnakinii^i C>I.E.« Amgmri, Auam* 

t am m«cB obBged to jea for ;our letter of the 9ih intunt. 
apple ibre; hisYerytaiiabctory to l^n that the fibre 
lim veil reported ott. At 7oaobaerve» it iaovt of the qtte^n getting 
^ qvMier oov, at the plant mnat be grown cspecialtx for fibre. 
Mdaotlrajt ;haneoemar7togrow the i^ta in shade and the 
M ander tadi influence it practical!/ ai7. 

1 fhail at once la/ out about % acres at an esperimental plot. 

1 bte enough phntt now for at least / acres. 

1 am much obliged for the help you hare given me in this. By 
ill masM publish whatever yon think fit about the fibre. 

1 

agF 


A. 1045-57. 

C. L C r. 0.-N<b R. ft A.-S-r9*— R. 



Al coamoaicttlotts regarding The Agricultural Ledce r should 
^ addiwed to the Editor^ Dr, George Watt, Reporter on Economic 
fWacti to the Government of India, Calcutta. 

The objects of this publication (as already stated) are to gradually 
4etelop and perfect our knowledge of Indian Agricultural and Economic 
^•estk>iu« Contributions or corrections and additions will therefore be 
welcome^ 

in order to preserve a necessary relation to the various Departments 
el Gotc m men t, contribution 5 will be classified and numbered under certain 
lencs. Thus, for ciample, papers on Veterinary subjects will be regis- 
imd under the Veterinary Series ; those on Forestry in the Forest Series, 
Pspen of more direct Agricultural or Industrial interest will be grouped 
♦ccording as the products dealt with belong to the Vegetable or Animal 
Kingdom, in a like manner, contributions on Mineral and Metallic sub- 
will be registered under the Mineral Series. 


mfty be femoeed when tlw •Qbject-nwtter it Sled (■ iU srootr plsee^ 
fe'jysfdwf ie tSf letter tad mibW tbown at the bottom «( etch page. 



NOTICE. 


Futon Innei ol riiii poblkilkm ploced tmder eWier the " Spedii V«^ 
" Of " Special Foret! Seriet " will not be inctoded to the anoDal euBatna*, 
Sock ptpeit are printed for Departneotal pnrpotei. Their oofmonate iat^tuM 
to the lyttem of annual namberii^ ha* led recipient* of the orduary 'mm o 
think th^ ttoi incomplete. 

The following pamphlet* have already appeared u Special ittoea, *nd tovt ea 
accordingly been furniihed to the public 

1894 . , No*. 8.9, to, ji, 13 and 15. 

1896 . . No. 8. 




